
We have now completed our review of the first hand monitoring carried out and of the noise 

information and audio recordings obtained from within properties in Tumby and Kirkby on Bain.  

Having reviewed these recordings and spoken to the people who made recordings on our behalf we 

consider that there has been three complaints to the Council regarding noise associated with the 

licensed parts of the Equinox 2016 Festival.  As previously advised one was made by a resident of the 

Tumby area on Friday afternoon and we now have two complaints from the Kirkby on Bain area 

regarding the Sunday evening.  A resident of Tumby also had reason to make a recording of and be 

annoyed by bongo type noise which occurred between about 01:00 and 01:30 Hours on the Friday 

night/Saturday morning.  Also a resident of the Pilgrim Square area of Coningsby mentioned this 

same drumming noise to us whilst Officers were on site on the Saturday night. 

  

I refer to each day of the festival beneath: 

  

Friday 16th September 

  

Officers report that whilst they were in the area they noted music noise and music noise levels which 

were mostly satisfactory.  Officers report that there was the odd very marginal exceedance at the 

Tumby area (i.e. by up to about 1 dB) in the overall noise limit and the 63 Hz octave band limit.  

However, they report that noise monitoring was often complicated by wind sound and that their 

overall opinion was that the noise was acceptable.  The entertainment was reported to conclude 

when it was supposed to. 

  

Between 01:00 and 01:30 Hours a resident of Tumby made an audio recording of noise caused by 

drumming/use of bongos.  This noise occurred on and off for about 30 minutes and in this location 

would have been severe enough to disturb and then impede sleep.  We consider that the activities 

which were causing this noise should have been stopped a bit more promptly than they were.  

However, I understand that you had to deal with two separate groups of people who were engaging 

in ad hoc bongo playing (with the second group starting to play their bongos shortly after you had 

dealt with the first group).  Was a similar festival to be held in future we would expect that similar 

activities be stopped more quickly than they were on the occasion of the recent festival.  As outlined 

above a resident of the Pilgrim Square area of Coningsby advised Officers that they had been 

disturbed by night time drumming noise on the Friday night.  We consider that the noise referred to 

by the Pilgrim Square residents was likely to have been caused by the same activity which caused the 

noise which was incident on Tumby and that it is possible or even probable that these residents 

would also have been exposed to undue noise between the above times.  However, the resident of 

Tumby (who made the recording on the Friday Night) reported that this noise was not repeated later 

the same night or on the subsequent nights of the festival. 

  

Saturday 17th September 

  



Whilst Officers were in the area on the Saturday evening there were a few periods when a bit too 

much noise propagated to the Pilgrim Square area of Coningsby.  There were times when the overall 

music noise level was 1 to 2 dB higher than the relevant noise limit and when the 63 Hz octave band 

music noise level was 2 to 4 dB louder than the relevant limit within that octave.  However, it was 

noted that there was quite a lot of traffic on the Saturday evening and that sound generated by the 

same often rendered it quite difficult to assess compliance with the noise limits.  Also the Officers 

subjective opinion of the music noise was that whilst a little bit too loud on occasions the music 

noise was not severe enough to justify this authority taking further action.  It was also noted that the 

Festival Acoustician and on site staff were being proactive in dealing with onsite sound levels as and 

when they became a bit too loud.  Music noise was in compliance with relevant limits at all other 

locations where monitoring was carried out.  On site entertainment was noted to stop when it was 

supposed to.    

  

Sunday 18th September 

  

Late on the Sunday evening a bit too much bass sound (about 4 to 5 dB in the 63 Hz octave band) 

propagated to the Tumby area.  However, the Officers reported that the overall level of noise was in 

compliance with the relevant limit and that whilst the bass was subjectively a bit too loud it was not 

severe enough to justify further action.  The Officers report that the wind direction changed on the 

Sunday Evening and that this would have resulted in more noise propagating to this area.  Officers 

report that music noise was readily audible/loudish but in compliance with limits at Tattershall 

Thorpe and audible but not problematic in The Kirkby on Bain area.  Officers report that the 

entertainment concluded when it was supposed to. 

  

A 30 minute duration audio recording was activated by a resident of Kirkby on Bain at 20:44 Hours 

on the Sunday evening.  From the audio recording and sound data obtained from within this 

property it is clear that more noise propagated to that particular property than was expected.  From 

the le els o tai ed ithi  the o plai a t’s property e a o fide t that the oise li its (i  ter s 
of overall sound levels and bass levels) would have been reached at first floor window height.  

Within this property and excluding other sounds, 15 minute music noise levels of 39.7 dB LAeq, 50.2 

dB Leq 63 Hz and 52.9 dB Leq 125 Hz were obtained from 20:44 Hours and 40.1 dB LAeq, 48.3 dB Leq 

63 Hz and 47.9 dB Leq 125 Hz were obtained from 20:59 Hours.  Music noise levels would have been 

10 to 12 dB louder outside of this property at first floor window level.  Whilst we are not confirming 

that relevant noise limits were breached it is somewhat surprising and concerning that music noise 

was this loud given the separation distance between the relevant property and the festival site (this 

being about 2900 metres).  However, as outlined above whilst on the ground within the Kirkby on 

Bain area Officers did not note music sound which was of concern to them.  It is therefore likely that 

the specific physical location and properties of the particular home result in it receiving more sound 

than do at least some other parts of Kirkby on Bain.  We consider that despite all of the control 

measures being in place (i.e. numerous bale barriers and active monitoring of compliance with noise 

limits) the fact that music levels can be this high at considerable distance from the festival site 

reinforces the need for strict noise limits and for entertainment to not continue further into the 

night time period. 

  



Overall conclusions 

  

We consider that the lower noise limits which were imposed on the 2016 Equinox Festival, the times 

when the main stages and all other entertainment shut down along with the proactive work carried 

out by yourself/your staff (aided by reports made by our Officers) and the festival organisers 

resulted in a fairly reasonable experience for local residents.  We consider that was a further Equinox 

Festival to be staged at Scholey Park this should be subject to the same music noise limits and 

finishing times. 

  

However, there remain three main areas of concern where the situation was not quite as good as it 

should have been, as follows: 

  

         After hours noise caused by bongo drums was intrusive and continued for longer than it should 

have done between 01:00 and 01:30 Hours on Saturday 17th September 2016 (in future we would 

expect such informal activity to be stopped more quickly); 

         Slightly too much music noise (in terms of both overall noise levels and levels of bass within the 63 

Hz octave band) propagated to the Pilgrim Square area of Coningsby at times during the Saturday 

evening.  Whilst this is not considered severe enough to justify further action it was on occasions less 

than ideal.  We consider that it may be possible to improve this situation by filling the gap which 

existed in the bale walls to the rear and side of the Psy Trance Dance Stage (thus reducing 

propagation of sound to the south east).  I understand that this is something that you have already 

identified. 

         Late on the Sunday evening a bit too much bass sound (about 4 to 5 dB in the 63 Hz octave band) 

propagated to the Tumby area.  However, the Officers reported that the overall level of noise was in 

compliance with the relevant limit and that whilst the bass was subjectively a bit too loud it was not 

severe enough to justify further action.  Also from the recording and sound data obtained from a 

property in Kirkby on Bain it is clear that more noise propagated to that particular property than was 

expected.  Fro  the le els o tai ed ithi  the o plai a t’s property e a o fide t that the usi  
noise limits (in terms of overall sound levels and bass levels) would have been reached at first floor 

window height.  Whilst not a breach of the license this is somewhat surprising and concerning given 

the separation distance between this property and the festival site.  However, it was noted that 

whilst on the ground in the Kirkby on Bain area Officers did not note which was of concern to them.  

It is therefore likely that the specific physical location and properties of the particular home result in 

it receiving more sound than do at least some other parts of Kirkby on Bain. 
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